AN .4A-E.C O 
OF SOME 


LATE PROCEEDINGS 


4 Fa OF THE 
* SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 
rg KNOWLEDGE ;” e 
| ADDRESSED TO THE MEMBERS THEREOF, 
PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO ARE 
RESIDENT IN THE COUNTRY. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following p#pers are ſubmitted to the cool and 
diſpaſſionate judgment of the members at large, of the ſo- 
ciety, incorporated by the name of The Society for pro- 
moting chriſtian knowledge.” And it is ſeriouſly requeſted 
of them to conſider how far ſome late reſolutions, of certain 
of their brethren in London, ſhew a diſpoſition to cultivate 
the chriſtian temper, and improve themſelves in chriſtian 
knowledge, whereby they may be enabled to anſwer the defign 
of their 1 nan ane IP" 8 * among others. 


The publication of bete — 3 is s endertales by a circle 
of friends cemented together o the great principles of the 
chriſtian faith, though differing from each other on ſeveral 
doQrinal queſtions. Some of them are members of the ſo- 
ciety immediately intereſted in the preſent caſe; and all of 
them think that the honor of the one God and Father of all, 
the honor of the church of England, — and the common cre- 
dit of the Society for promoting chriſtian knowledge, have 
been inſulted by the in Judictous and intemperate proceedings 
of the meeting held on the 12th of May. 


r. Frend having ddreſſed the ſociety at large, it is 
_—_ for the editors to ſay more. At preſent, they 
only concern themſelves in conveying to the members of the 
ſociety, and to the public, certain reſolutions and obſerva- 


tions which they think intereſting to the cauſe of truth, 
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ReveRenD SIR, 

AT a very numerous meeting of the Society for promoting 
chriſtian knowledge, held May 12, 1789, at their houſe, 
in Bartlett's Buildings, certain reſolutions were unani- 
moufly agreed to, a copy of which, in conformity to the 
direction of the board, I herewith ſend you; and am, 

Rev. Sir, 
Vour obedient humble ſervant, 


GEO. GASKIN, Sec. 
Bartlett's Buildings, 
May 16, 1789. 


To the Reverend William Frend, 
Fellow of Jeſus College, 
Cambridge. 


Bartlett's Buildings, Thurſday May 12, 1789. 
At a general meeting of the Society for promoting 
chriſtian knowledge, 


The ſecretary reported, that immediately after the 
breaking up of the laſt committee, Mr. Frend, a fellow 
of Jeſus College, in Cambridge, being then preſent, pur 

into 
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into his hands ſeveral copies of a “ Firſt and Second Ad- 
« dreſs to the inhabitants of Cambridge, and its neigh- 
« bourhood, exhorting them to turn from the falſe wor- 
« ſhip of three Perſons, to the worſhip of the one TRUE 
« GoD*” ; which tracts, written and publiſhed by the ſaid 
Mr. Frend, were by him recommended to the attention of 
this ſociety. Whereupon, and the contents of the ſaid 
tracts, together with others publiſhed by the ſaid Mr. 
Frend, being duly conſidered by the board, certain reſolu- 
tions were unanimouſly agreed to, which were directed 
to be entered in the minutes, with the following preamble, 
viz,-Foraſmuch as the reverend William Frend, M.A. 
fellow of Jeſus College, in Cambridge, and at this preſent 
time a ſubſcribing member of this ſociety, hath, ſince he 
became a member of the ſame, in ſundry tracts by him 
publiſhed, openly denied the divinity of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the perſonality of the holy Ghoſt, - maintained 
that our Lord Jefus Chriſt, and the holy Ghoſt, are not 
proper objects of a chriſtian man's worſhip, and that thoſe 
who worſhip either of them do thereby commit idolatry, — 
reviled the doctrine of the Trinity, renounced the thirty-- 
nine articles of the church of England,— faid many things 
in derogation of the book of common-prayer,—and de- 
nied the power of the church to decree rites and cere- 
monies, and her authority in matters of faith. 
Reſolved, that it is the duty of this © Society for pro- 
moting chriſtian knowledge,” to teſtiſy, in the ſtrongeſt, 
and moſt publick, manner, their juſt abhorrence of theſe 

impieties, 


* # The ſecond edition of theſe tracts is publiſhed under the title of 
% An Addreſs,” and “ a Second Addreſs to the members of the 

«© church of England, and to proteſtant trinitarians in general, ex- 

e horting them to turn from the falſe worſhip of three Perſons to 

« the worſhip of the oN TAU Geb.“ Printed for J. Johnſon, price 
twe-pence each, 


(FS 
impieties, and their diſapprobation of this contempt of 
publick diſcipline ; at which they might be underſtood to 
connive, if the ſaid William Frend were ſuffered to con- 
tinue a member of their body. 


Reſolved, that it is not leſs the intereſt, chan the duty 
of the ſociety, to guard againſt the miſchiefs, which are 
to be apprehended, if perſons diſaffected to the eſtabliſhed 
church, as the faid William Frend, by his writings, hath 
- abundantly proved himſelf to be, be ſuffered to continue 
members of the ſociety; inaſmuch as perſons ſo minded 
will be apt to ſeek, and to find, occafſton, to divide, and 
diſtract, the councils of the ſociety, and obſtru the pro- 
ſecution of the ends of its inſtitution. - 

Reſolved, for theſe reaſons, that the ſaid William Frend 
be forthwith expelled from this ſociety; and be no _ 
_ eſteemed a member of the ſame; 

. Reſolved, that the faid William Frend be not called upon, 
by the treaſurer, for auy arrears of his annual ſubſcription, 
as a late member of this ſociety ; and that no payment 
of ſuch arrears, if tendered on the part of the ſaid 
William Frend, be accepted. 

Reſolved, that a copy of theſe reſolutions be ds 
ted to Mr, Frend, as ſoon as conveniently m1y be, by 
the ſecretary, | 


A TRUE COPY; 
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CANTERBURY, May 22, 17589, 
S IR, 


I HAVE the honour to be acquainted with many gentle- 
men of my own ſentiments in matters of religion, or if not 
intirely of my opinion, {till united in friendſhip with me, 
who are members of the Society for promoting chriſtian 
knowledge. The reſolutions made at the board on May 
the 32th, cannot, I am perſuaded, be acceptable to them, 
or even to a majority of the ſociety. They appear to me 
the reſult of a mean and narrow ſpirit, which would become 
the order of St, Dominick, but are unworthy of engliſhmen 
and chriſtians. You will herewith receive ſome animad- 
verſions on your proceedings, which I deſire that you would 
lay before the board. Should the majority of the ſociety 
think fit to expel me, or a board properly called for that 
purpoſe, I ſhall certainly acquieſce ; but the reſolutions of 
May the 12th are perfectly unconſtitutional, and contrary 
to the ſpirit of our ſociety. I ſhall therefore eſteem myſelf 
2 member of the ſociety, till I am informed that I am ex- 
pelled by the ſociety, and on my return from the continent 
ſhall claim a ſeat at the board. You need not give yourſelf 
the trouble of addreffing any letter to me at Jeſus College, 
as I ſhall not be there for ſome time. 


I remain, Sir, 


Your * obedient humble ſervant, 
W. FREND, 


To the Rev, Go. GasK1n, &c. 


* 


To THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, 


GENTLEMEN, 


YOUR ſecretary has, in obedience to your orders, 
tranſmitted to me certain reſolutions -made at a general 
meeting of your ſociety, on May 12, 1789. Ye will 
doubtleſs permit me to make ſome obſervations upon them. 
And I preſume, that as ye profeſs to be chriſtians, ye can- 
not be unacquainted with the life and doctrine of our 
ſaviour, who came to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt; 
— who exhorted his diſciples, not to be called maſters, nor 
to dictate to each other in matters of faith and taught 
them to avoid that fiery ſpirit of perſecution, which diſ- 
graced the chriſtians of the laſt century, and is unhappily 
too much the ſpirit of thoſe chriſtians in the preſent days, 
who, calling themſelves orthodox, are prevented only by 
the mild ſpirit of our government, and enlightened princi- 
ples of the times, from making this country a ſcene of 
confuſion and bloodſhed, 

It is certainly a fact, that I took the liberty of recom- 
mending to the ſociety certain books, which appeared to 
me not only worthy of your peruſal, but fit to be diſtri- 
buted by you among our countrymen. For our country- 
men, at preſent, receive from the ſociety books on one 
ſide of the queſtion only, and not being made acquainted 
with the arguments on the other ſide, and receiving books 
which, under the ſanction of the ſociety, quote as ſcrip- 
ture, the forgeries, interpolations, and lies, of antient and 
modern chriſtians, -are incapable of forming a true judg- 
ment on the points now diſputed by the moſt eminent and 
learned men in the chriſtian world. 


1 
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It is true, that I have done, and that I daily and openly 
db deny the divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as it is ge- 
nerally received by my orthodox brethren. For I conſider 
Jeſus as a man, in all things like myſelf, ſin only ex- 
cepted, but I firmly believe that he was a choſen meſ- 
ſenger and ſervant of Jehovah,” tits father and our fathers 
his God and our God. 

It is true alſo, that I do deny the perſonality of the 
holy Ghoſt, as it is received by men of the orthodox per- 
ſuaſion, firmly believing, that there is no ſuch perſon as 
the. holy Ghoſt, ſeparate from the ſupreme God, who is 
ox, and whoſe name is one. The perſon, therefore, 
whom ye worſhip under the name of the holy Ghoſt, is a 
non-entity, an ideal being, or, as I have elſewhere expreſled 
myſelf, a phantom of your own imaginations, 


I do alſo ſay, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and the holy 
Choſt, are not proper objects of a chriſtian man's worſhip; 
for there is no command in ſcripture for chriſtians to 
worſhip either, and our ſaviour and his apoſtles always 
prayed to one and the ſame being, and directed us to offer 
up our prayers alſo to that being, the ons TRUE GOD. 

But ye are miſtaken in attributing to me this aſſertion, 
« that thoſe who worſhip either of them do thereby commit 
« ;dolatry.z”” for I do not recollect to have made this aſſertion 
any where; On the contrary, I eſteem the idolater a more 
rational perſon than the orthodox chriſtian. For the idola- 
ter falls down before ſome image, whereas the — 
chriſtian bows down to a nom entity. 

If to aſſert that the docttine of the trinity is falſe, de 6 to 
revile it, I certainly have reviled it. For the trinity is an 


idle invention of metaphyſical divines, who perverted the 


ſcriptures to their own philoſophy. It was maintained 


formerly by wicked prieſts aſſembled in councils, and is 


upheld 


11 
upheld now by too many prieſts, who ſeek their on ag- 
grandiſement, not the increaſe of the kingdom of God, 
and his Chriſt. 
have renounced the thirty-nine articles of the church 
of England, becauſe I do not find that Chriſt, or his apoſtles, 
gave any perſon or perſons power to form articles of faith; 
and I do aſſert, that many things in theſe articles are falſe. 
As many things in the thirty-nine articles are falſe, ſo are 
there many things in the book of common-prayer totally 
falfe and improper for a chriſtian congregation, fo ridicu- 
lous and abſurd, that the members of the church of England 
have no right to exclaim againſt their brethren of the 
church of Rome. The maſs-book, indeed, and the prayer- 
book, are nearly upon the fame footing ; and the church 
of England ſhould look well to the beam in its own eye, 
be fore it attempts to expel the mote from the eye of another. 
I do deny the power of the church to decree rites and 
ceremonies, and her authority, in matters of faith; for, I 
know of no authority in this country, but that of king, 
lords and commons; and I know alſo that the church knows, 
that ſhe does not dare to decree any rite or ceremony what- 
ſoever, or to interfere in any matter of faith. The church 
was formerly a bugbear, a ſcarecrow, to frighten the poor 
people of this country; but engliſhmen are too well ac- 
quainted with the ineſtimable bleſſing of freedom to be 
frightened, in theſe days, by a ſound that can alarm only 
women and children. But I am not a little ſurpriſed, that 
the Society for promoting chriſtian knowledge ſhould 
preſume to utter a propoſition, which, in this country, is 
treaſonable; and as much contrary to the ſpirit of our 
conſtitution, as that of the papiſts, when they declare, that 
the ſee of Rome may abfolve the ſubjects of any ſtate from 
their oath of allegiance, And I am the more ſurpriſed, 
that the ſociety ſhould act in this mconſiſtent manner, when 
It 
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it ought to have known, that the propoſition in the 
thirty-nine articles, aſſerting the power of the church to 


decree rites and ceremonies, and her authority in matters 


of faith, is an impudent forgery,—has never received the 
ſanction of parliament,-was inſerted by the hierarchy to 
ſuit its own ambitious purpoſes, —and is of a piece with 
the manifold forgeries repeatedly uſed by popes and cardi- 


nals, archbiſhops and biſhops, prieſts and deacons. 
I know not what right the ſociety has to teſtify, in the 


ſtrongeſt and moſt public manner, their juſt abhorrence of 
the impieties aſcribed by them to any member ; nor does it 
appear to me, that a court of inquiſition is countenanced either 
dy the laws, or general uſage, of this country. But, if the 
ſociety properly aſſembled together, and according to its 
laws, thinks fit to expel any one of its members, I do not 
pretend to deny its authority; though I conceive, that it 
is not permitted to the ſociety to violate the laws ſubſiſting 
among gentlemen, and which ought to ſubſiſt among chriſ- 
tians. 

I am to be informed, therefore, by what authority ye 
expelled me from. the ſociety, —whence it was that ye gave 
me no intimation of your intentions that I had no opportu- 
nity of anſwering for myſelf. that ye proceeded thus vio- 
lently againſt me for the delivery of a book at your board, 
which was preſented, that ye might examine its contents 
without attacking the character of the author. 

I might here alſo add, that according to the information 
which your ſecretary gave me, the books could not pro- 
perly come under your conſideration. As they were not 
recommended by a ſufficient number of ſubſcribing mem- 
ders. | 

Ye will do well, upon theſe accounts, to examine whe- 


ther ye have not been too raſh and precipitate in your pro- 


ceedings, as, according to your plan, no member of the 
ſociety 


n 


ſociety is at any time fafe ; it being in the power of a head- 
ſtrong orthodox man to accuſe a member of infidelity, 
pack a board of head-ſtrong orthodox men like himſeli, 
and expel every character, whoſe principles are too upright, 
and whoſe faith in Chriſt is too firm, to anſwer the pur- 
poſe of a pliant and intriguing prieſt. 

Leaving you to reconſider your proceedings, and reſerving 
to myſelf the power of vindicating myſelf according to the 
laws of my country from the aſperſion ye have caſt on my 


character, I remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your very obedient and | 
humble ſervant, 
W. FREND. 
CANTERBURY, 


MAY 22, 1789. 


Latch publiſhed. 


Hp 


By WILLIAM FREND, M.A, 
And fold by J. Johnſon, St. Paul's Church-yard, London. 
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